About the USA  

1. What are the different names given to the country ?
http://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States 





2. When was the continent “discovered” and who discovered it? 
http://www.wilstar.com/holidays/columbus.htm
……1492 / Christopher Columbus
3. Who lived in the Americas at the time? What name was given to them and why? 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indigenous_peoples_of_the_Americas
………Indigenous peoples / They were called Indians because Columbus had originally been looking for a route to India
Can you name 1 or 2 people who lived in North America : ……………Cheerokees / Wampanoags / Sioux / Cheyennes / Apaches ./ Nez Percés/ Iroquois / Lakotas/ Comanches….

Can you name 1 or 2 people who lived in Central America :…………………Mayas/Aztecs/  Pech Indians/ Rama Indians ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Can you name 1 or 2 people who lived in South  America :…………………Incas / Quechuas/ Mapuches………………………………………………………………………………..

4. Until now, what is the theory about how the first inhabitants got to America? Where did they come from and when did they arrive? http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Bering_Strait
………Until recently it was believed that Indians has come from Asia during Ice Age. The area was frozen at the time so they could cross and join America by foot. The problem is that some archaeological discoveries were made (Indian paintings and objects) that date back to a period long before Ice Age.……………………………
5. The first settlers (colons): 







6. When did the colonies come independent ?  1776 (July 4th )  / it was the first country in the world to become independent


8. What building does the president live in? Where is it located? 
 http://www.whitehouse.gov/about/history
the White House / Washington DC
9. What’s the name of the President’s office?



http://www.whitehouse.gov/about/oval-office
10. How many political parties are there in the USA? 


http://usa.usembassy.de/government-parties.htm
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The Democratic Party (= the donkey) / The Republican Party (= the elephant)
11. How often does the American  people vote for a president?



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electoral_College_(United_States)
Every four year
12. When were the last elections? Who was elected? What’s his political party? 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/us-elections-2008


2008 / Barack Obama was elected
13.  When does a president take his functions after he’s been elected?


http://inaugurationday2009.com/



  On Inauguration Day / In January after the elections
14. What reward has the president received recently?




http://nobelpeaceprize.org/en_GB/laureates/


He’s received the Nobel Peace Prize
15. Can you name other people who also got this reward?(for ex in 1993 / 1991 / 1979 / 1977 / 1964 …) 





1993: Nelson Mandela  / 1991: Aung San Suu Kyi / 1979: Mother Theresa / 1977 : Amnesty International / 1964: Martin Luther King 
16. Geography: 
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17. How many states are there?

50 states (48 on the territory + two : Hawaii and Alaska) 
18. Can you name 5 of the biggest and most well-known cities of the country? 
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/usa/cities/
New York City / Los Angeles / Chicago / Miami / San Fransisco / etc



1.	…………………the States………………………………………………………………………………………………….


2.	…………………The US……………………………………………………………………………………….…………..


3.	…………………America…………………………………………………………………………


4.	……The United States……………………………………………………………………………………..











They were …catholics…….. (religion)	�HYPERLINK "http://www.universalis.fr/encyclopedie/T302084/PILGRIM_FATHERS.htm"�http://www.universalis.fr/encyclopedie/T302084/PILGRIM_FATHERS.htm� 		�HYPERLINK "http://dictionnaire.reverso.net/anglais-definition/Pilgrim%20Fathers"�http://dictionnaire.reverso.net/anglais-definition/Pilgrim%20Fathers�


They are called the “Pilgrims” or “Pilgrim Fathers” / They left their country to escape religious persecutions.


They left      England……..(country)  in  …………1620……… (date)


Their means of transport was a ……ship…………………..   named …………The Mayflower……..


They were ……………102…………. passengers on board and they were ………………………101…………… when they arrived because :	�HYPERLINK "http://www.mayflowerhistory.com/History/voyage5.php"�http://www.mayflowerhistory.com/History/voyage5.php�











 They settled in the region of ………Provincetown , Massachusetts… (/ east coast of the USA)……………………………They then founded the town of Plymouth or some went to settle in the English colony of Virginia.


They decided that you had the right to choose and practice your religion freely. 


What were their living conditions like when winter came? What happened? Did anyone help them?		�HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thanksgiving%20/"�http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thanksgiving /� �HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plymouth_Colony" \l "Landings_at_Provincetown_and_Plymouth"�http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plymouth_Colony#Landings_at_Provincetown_and_Plymouth� 


Many suffered from diseases and died  (half the passengers of the Mayflower )/ they had but little food to eat / the local Indians(Wampanoags)  helped them: they taught them what to eat, hunt, plant etc  / A year after, the settlers invited the Wampanoags over to a “dinner” (that lasted 3 days) to thank them.





Today there is a thank you day called …Thanksgiving…………………………………………………………….  


It takes place on ……the fourth Thursday of November……………





After the USA obtained their independence, who was president elect and when?		�HYPERLINK "http://www.whitehouse.gov/about/presidents/"�http://www.whitehouse.gov/about/presidents/�


George Washington / 1789 (just before the French Revolution = this influenced our national history)





What is the capital city of the USA? ___Washington DC________ 


 What country borders the USA on the north? ______Canada______ 


 What country borders the USA on the south? ____Mexico_____ 


 What ocean borders the USA on the west? __The Pacific Ocean_____ 


What ocean borders the USA on the east? ___The Atlantic Ocean________ 


What large body of water (a gulf) borders the USA on the southeast? ______The Gulf of Mexico___________ 


What are the huge lakes in the northeastern USA called? _____The Great Lakes___________ 


What is the name of the large mountain range in the western USA that runs from Canada to Texas? _______The Rocky Mountains______ 


What is the name of the large mountain range in the eastern USA?__The Appalachian Mountains____________


What is the name of the large river that flows north-south through the USA? ___The Mississippi River________ 








19. Can you describe the flag in your own words?	  ( if help needed : �HYPERLINK "http://library.thinkquest.org/TQ0312233/americanflag.html"�http://library.thinkquest.org/TQ0312233/americanflag.html� )


	50 stars for the 50 states + 13 black and white stripes to represent the 13 original colonies that became the USA in 1776


20.	 What are the two names of this flag?		�HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_flag"�http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_flag�


				The Stars and Stripes / the Star-Spangled Banner (it also is the name of the American national anthem) / The Old Glory








